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I. VERB CONJUGATION

To conjugate a verb, remove the -ar, -er, or -ir on the end of the verb and add the appropriate ending for the subject of the sentence. Refer to the chart below.

	ENDINGS for - 
	-AR Verbs
	-ER Verbs
	-IR Verbs

	Yo (I)
	-o
	-o
	-o

	Tú  (You informal)
	-as
	-es
	-es

	Él, Ella, Usted
(He, She, You formal)
	-a
	-e
	-e

	Nosotros (We)
	-amos
	-emos
	-imos

	Ellos, Ellas, Ustedes
(They m,They f, You plural) 
	-an
	-en
	-en


Example - Hablar                          

     Example - Comer
       yo hablo                   
I speak      

yo como


I eat
       tú hablas                  
You speak      

tú comes


You eat
       él habla                     
He speaks

ella come


She eats
       nosotros hablamos    
We speak

nosotros comemos

We eat
       ellos hablan              
They speak

ustedes comen

You pl. eat
Irregular Verbs

These verbs don’t follow the normal patterns described above and must be memorized.

	
	
SER
to be
	
ESTAR
to be
	TENER
to have
	IR

to go

	Yo
	soy
	Estoy
	tengo
	Voy

	Tú
	eres
	Estás
	tienes
	Vas

	Él, Ella, Ud.
	es
	Está
	tiene
	Va

	Nosotros
	somos
	estamos
	tenemos
	Vamos

	Ellos, Ellas, Uds.
	son
	Están
	tienen
	Van



Ser and estar both mean "to be" (am, is, & are).  Use estar when discussing location, a physical or emotional condition, and as a helping verb.  Use ser in all other circumstances.

II. NUMBERS

	1 uno

	8 ocho
	15 quince
	40 cuarenta

	2 dos

	9 nueve
	16 diez y seis
	50 cincuenta


	3 tres

	10 diez
	17 diez y siete
	60 sesenta

	4 cuatro
	11 once
	18 diez y ocho
	70 setenta

	5 cinco
	12 doce
	19 diez y nueve
	80 ochenta

	6 seis

	13 trece
	20 veinte
	90 noventa

	7 siete
	14 catorce
	30 treinta
	100 cien or ciento*


*Cien is exactly 100.  Anything over is ciento ____. For example 101 = ciento uno.
III. TIME
The way that you tell time in Spanish depends on which side of the clock the minute hand is on.

	From :00 to :30
	From :31 to :59

	Say the hour, the word “y”, & the minutes
	Say the next hour minus the minutes ‘til

	For example;  2:10 = Dos y diez
	For example;  2:50 = three minus 10 minutes or
                                      Tres menos diez

	                          5:20 = Cinco y veinte      
	                          5:40 = six minus 20 minutes or  
                                      Seis menos veinte

	                          9:05 = Nueve y cinco
	                          9:31 = ten minus 29 minutes or

                                       Diez menos veinte y nueve            

	Note 1:  One is feminine when used for the hour - use una not uno.  

               For example;  1:12 = una y doce and 

                                         12:57 = una menos tres  

               This does not apply to minutes.  

               For example;   3:01 = tres y uno

	Note 2:  15 minutes after and 15 minutes til are referred to as “cuarto” not “quince”.

                The half hour is referred to as “media” not “treinta”. 


IV. PRONUNCIATION
	          Vowels


	         Consonants

	a sounds like father
e sounds like fate    
	g = “raspy h” before e & i

       “g” everywhere else

	i sounds like beet         
	h = silent

	o sounds like toe           
	j = “raspy h”

	u sounds like boo           
	ll = “y” sound

	
	ñ = n+y sound


V. AGREEMENT

Nouns:   

Spanish nouns may be either masculine or feminine. This is true even for nouns that we would consider genderless in English such as “couch” which is feminine or “floor” which is masculine. To determine whether a noun is masculine or feminine you may either look in the dictionary or look at the noun’s article (see articles: below).  The gender of a noun does not usually change, however you may need to make a noun plural – for example dogs instead of dog. To do so follow this rule;

Nouns that end in a vowel add s. For example;  chico > chicos     hermana > hermanas
Nouns that end in a consonant add es.  For example;   cuidad > cuidades     gis > gises

Articles:   

The definite article “the” has 4 forms, depending on whether the noun is masculine, feminine, singular, or plural. This allows you to easily see which gender and number the noun is. 
The 4 forms of the definite article are: 

el = masculine singular    la = feminine singular   los = masculine plural     las = feminine plural 
The indefinite article “a” or “an” also has 4 forms. 

un = masculine singular    una = feminine singular   unos = masculine plural   unas = feminine plural 

Thus, you can have el chico, “the boy” or la chica, “the girl” but not la chico because masculine must stay with masculine and feminine with feminine. The same holds true of plurals.  For example, to say “the boys” you would say los chicos not el chicos, and “the girls” would be las chicas.

Adjectives: 

Most adjectives change form depending upon whether the word they modify is masculine or feminine, singular or plural.  

To make an adjective feminine, follow this simple rule;  If the adjective ends in an “o” change it to an “a”.  If it doesn’t end in “o” you don’t need to do anything to it.  

For example;  el chico alto = “the tall boy” but to say “the tall girl” you would say la chica alta

                          el chico inteligente = “the smart boy” but “the smart girl” is la chica inteligente.

Note that adjectives are generally placed after the word they describe instead of before like English. Thus you would literally say “the ball red” instead of “the red ball”.  

If the adjective needs to be made plural, follow the same rules as for nouns. Namely; 

Add “s” if it ends in a vowel - for example; alto > altos  inteligente > inteligentes
Add “es” if it ends in a consonant – for example; popular > populares   general > generales

If the adjective is both feminine and plural, first apply the rules for feminine and then apply the rules for plurals.  For example; “the tall girls” = las chicas altas
VI.  VOCABULARY

	Gritar

Mirar

Cantar

Bailar

Trabajar

Hablar

Necesitar

Escuchar

Tocar

Estudiar

Preguntar
Lavar

Tomar

Correr

Escribir

Recibir

Romper

Comer

Vivir

Abrir

Comprender

Leer

Creer

Asistir

Vender

Aprender
El Libro

El Papel

La Silla

El Escritorio

El Reloj
El Lápiz

El Cuaderno

El Bolígrafo

La Puerta

La Ventana

La Mesa

El maestro
El cuarto

El inglés

El español

La tarea

El baloncesto

Las ciencias

El horario

Hay
	To shout

To watch

To sing

To dance

To work

To speak

To need

To listen

To touch

To study

To ask

To wash

To take

T o run

To write

To receive

To break

To eat

To live

To open

To understand

To read

To believe

To attend

To sell

To learn

Book

Paper

Chair

Desk

Watch, clock

Pencil

Notebook

Pen

Door

Window

Table

Teacher

Room

English

Spanish

Homework

Basketball

Science

Schedule

There is, there are
	La semana
El mes

El año

Ayer

Hoy

La mañana

La tarde

La noche

Ahora

Me Gusta

Hace Calor

Hace Sol

Hace frío

Llueve

Hace Viento

Nieva

Está Nublado

Me Llamo

Mucho gusto

Disculpe

Por favor

De nada

Gracias

Qué

Quién

Por Qué

Porque

Cuándo

Cómo

Dónde
Cuánto

Nunca

Nadie

Bueno

Malo

Simpático

Guapo

Bonito

Fácil

Difícil

Divertido

Grande

Pequeño

Triste

Feliz

Enojado
	Week

Month

Year

Yesterday

Today

Tomorrow, morning

Afternoon

Night

Now

I like it

It’s hot

It’s sunny

It’s cold

It’s raining

It’s windy

It’s snowing

It’s cloudy

My name is

Pleased to meet you

Excuse me

Please

You’re welcome

Thanks

What

Who

Why

Because

When

How

Where

How many

Never

Nobody

Good

Bad

Nice

Handsome

Pretty

Easy

Difficult

Fun

Large, big

Small

Sad

Happy

Mad








