Ser Vs Estar Study Guide

	
	SER
to be
	Both of these verbs mean “to be” and conjugate as follows in English.
	ESTAR
to be

	Yo
	soy
	I am
	estoy

	Tú
	eres
	You informal are
	estás

	Él, Ella, Ud.
	es
	He is, She is,

You formal are
	está

	Nosotros
	somos
	We are
	estamos

	Ellos, Ellas, Uds.
	son
	They are,

You plural are
	están


Even though ser and estar both translate the same way there are shades of meaning in each that can cause you to say something completely different from what you intended to say if you use the wrong one.  To avoid this problem follow this rule:

Use estar when discussing 

1. Location

2.  A physical or emotional “feeling”

3.  As a helping verb.  (Except for the passive voice) 

Use ser in all other circumstances. 
Examples;
       Location –   She’s at the beach.  They’re not in school.  Where is he?

     “Feelings” –   I’m sad.  The coffee is hot.  My dog is sick.  We’re tired.  He’s wet

Helping Verb –   She is walking.  I’m running out of time.  It is finished.

         Others –   Anything not covered by the other three circumstances such as;

      It is 12:45.  The car is blue.  They are nice people.  That’s mine.                                                               

      I’m from Argentina.*   She’s a doctor.  It’s impossible!  Etc, etc.
*Some students are confused by this one as they believe it should be estar for location.  However,  keep in mind that location deals with where something is at not where it is from






